
Epiphany2007EachyearstartswiththestoryofthejourneyofthreewisemeninsearchoftheSavior.MyyearbeganagainwithajourneytoElSalvador(theSavior)tovisitourfriendsinthelivemountainsettlements.ItisalwaysajourneyofepiphaniesandencountersWithwisemenandwomen.LetmetellyouofSamuélGuzman,oneofourspecialfriends,whohasbeenlovedandrespectedbyourdelegations.Forseveralyears,hehadbeenassignedbyCEBESasourguidethroughthefivesettlements.Hewasastrongleader,agoodcompanionandawonderfulstoryteller.Samuélhadbeenayoungcatechistintheearly1980swhenthewarcametothesemountains.Whenhisfather,acommunityleader,wastakenandkilledbythedeathsquads,SamuéljoinedtheFMLN,thepeople'sarmy,thatresistedthemilitaryforcesatwarwiththeSalvadoranpeople.Hebecamealeaderwiththecompas(shortforcompañeros)intheveryareawhereoursettlementsarelocated.Asaresult,heknowseveryfootpaththecompasusedandeveryravinewheretheylivedduringthetenyearstheydefendedtheirpeople.HetoldusmanystonesaboutthestruggleofhispeopleagainsttheUSDbackedSalvadoranforcesthatbombedandmassacredthepeopleofthesemountains.HehasbeenanexcellentspokesmanforandexampleofArchbishopRomero'sspiritthatsoenlivenedtheSalvadoranpoorandhasgiventhemhope.Hisstoriestellofthehardshipsandcourageofthesemountaincampesinos.Theyalsospeakoftheirfaith.HispeoplebelievedthatElSalvador(theSavior)accompaniedthemintheirwayofthecross.Forthepastfewyears,Samuélhassufferingfromtheeffectsofaseriousstroke.Heisgratefulthatourdelegationshavebeenstoppingathishometovisithim.Onthisvisit,itwasobviousthathewasdying.Hewasinawheelchair,verythinandcouldbarelymovehisarmsorhandsandcouldspeakonlyafewwords.Heweptwhenhesawus.Weallweptatthesightofourdearfriendinbrokenhealth.Iwasmovedbyhisfinalwordstome."Padrecito,"hesaid,"siemprejoven.""Dearfather,youarealwaysyoung."Ihavebeenabletomanagethesometimeschallengingmountaintrails,butIthinkthatthisisnotwhatSamuélwasspeakingof.ItwasrathertheenergyandstrengthofspiritthatIhavealwaysfoundinhim.IchoosetobelievethathewasgivingsomeofhisspiritovertomeDamostgenerousbequest.TolistentothestoriesofourSalvadoranfriendsistohonorthem.Byaccompanyingthem,wehavebecomeasmallpartoftheirstoriesandtheyhaveenteredintooursaswell.WehonorourbelovedSamuél,trulyawiseman,whohasprovideduswithmanyepiphanies.


